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Contricks and Contrapticons bring
Confiction - the names, the feuds,

facts) and fallacies,

have been handed & scurrilous rag

DO NOT BELIEVE THIS LACKEY

vou the real stories behind

he facts (well, some of them are

Foreisn
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Did yvou know that there are more
Crech fans  than  Fremch fans
attending Confiction,

Robart, the Friends of ?iJ?“ii 100
collecting beast, has collected
ing than Aaerican ones.
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gurrent evente and realiy socket to
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How nany Gophers dogs it take fo change 2 lightbulb?
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Three - one to ¢o into fown Lo buy the bulb (and fo
back sgain to uharge it for the right one}, one to
change it, and one to transiate befwesn the other tws.
dow many Ops slaif?

Two - one Lo change the huib, and one i¢ claig the
ribbons for doing it.

Row many Tech Ops?
Kone - They are all oul walching the [irsworks.

How many Commiites?
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Photographers?
ouly one, snd it will be changed in a flash.
Bawa1: bid comnilise?

Two - one to change the bulh and ome i fill the
ceiling with brightly coloursd parrois.

Two - Rob Muizert te hold the lightbulb, Chris Cooper
to rotate the Congresgebous.

Aroiuind The
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Did vou hear that &d-hoc Kspro was
out of action for ha*
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I a day
becsyse they forgol remove the
segling sirip from ihs new Loner

cartridgs. '

Corgresgﬁheﬁx staff have been obse using the Veodoo

Boar
fine of the Committee has just bought 2 pair of clogs.
¥e knov you nead durable shoes for conrupning, but this

18 ridicnious.

Tech Ops seem to have bssn confused by the safe sex
penel - they were trying Lo nflafe s arngbyiaciic §ith
helium. Unfortunately they could not reise enough
pressure, so [ guess il's back io the gaffer tlape

Buteh televisien epparenily inlerviewed soft toy
fandom. If true ihis portrays us as even weirder thap

58 iw the fourth estale who ignore anyihing bul
costume fandon,



the neyt dorldeon to ratify the

Five sne Lo gel the authorily,
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gne to jook fer it,
one to deny 1t wag gver delivered,
one to find 1t later in Registralion
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Projectionists?
none, they spend all their time 1n the dark.
Green Hoon?

Two - one to call Tech Ops, and cme fo mix ihe

nartinis

i depends what szchange rate vou're offering.
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On neeting the gusst of honeur should you:

i, ou admire their Dbooks,
B, plain where they went

characterisation, and
is astually Dr ¥ho.
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1L On arriving &t the Con, do vyou head siraight
for;

The Programme,

i in antisocial diseass,
B, The intelisctual retresf of our most
famous writers,
& in impossible place te scrounge &
drink?
¥, ¥hat would you do with Verguuz?
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Answers available from your nearest truefan,

ook Ends

On touring the Dea

]
intrepid reperters i
nugber of unuseal bar
of the price being reduced, it 18 the fif
been cul do

afes Verne 20,000 Huls {
us exhibibtion on the pier - tacky, tasts

yery anesingl.

. ki1t niemand sen progren,

life, no-ons gels & programme)
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EVENT HORIZON—

Signings

4. 21 Sept  Joe R. Lansdown signing DEAD IN THEZE WEST At Forbidden Plaget 6 = 7 pm
22 Sept ~ Ramssy Campbel! signing MIDNIGTYT SUN™ = At Porbidden Planet 1= 2 pm

Y22 Hept  Wiliam Gibson & Bruce Sterling signing THE DIFFERENCE DNGINE
At Porbidden Planet 1= 2 pm
( There lel also be a signing on the 22°nd at Fs.atasy Inn with Wiliam Gibson)

22 Sept lain k. Banks  signing THE USE OF WEAPONS At Forbidden Planet 1 = 2 pm

© 28 Sept Clive Barker, Murray Closs, Jofn Gilbert, Stepen Jones, L ~s Edwards,

Eikd : Maric Salisbury, Geoff Morlass, Little John and Simon Saycy

: ssmg THE NIGHTBREED CHRONICLES

At Fefbmmn anet 1= 3pm

Nm@i HIPERION Dain Sir won
Novelia The Moznoeins of Movrming Louis ks *é’zsz‘er Bujold
. Nowclieite Ertve a soldic, Later: cn!a;r another F"f}z o ey
.+ Short Story Boobs 2y MinFze Chamnas
. Ma-Fiction THE WORLID BEYOND mE BVLE  Awxel anc Doty Panshm
Profesgional Bditor Gardner Dozois
Dramatic Prezentation  Incdians Jones zad The Last Crosads -
- Scaiprozine Eocums
: s,i‘""aﬁzine - The HMad 3 Perty E Leslis Turek
Professional Artist ~ Don aitz T
’F:m Writer ™ {ave Langford
. Fag Artist Sty Shiffman

Orther awards

Kristine Kathryn Rusch
RIMRUNNEES cover Don Msaiiz

R CONFICTION - DANK U WEL

think the com actually happened, but somehow I feel it was another run thmugh and we haven't . -
v it for real yet | On balance I wish I was right because I enjoyed it so much I'd like to go to it
all over again ( mtbough I would Iike a chance to get some sleep first)..

gt

! a great success for the Dutch and for Kees van Toorn in particular. Since their original idea
n bid for @ British Eastercon maybe we ought to take them up on that some time.

.
‘The success of the convention was more welcome on the Briiish side because of the memories of
CUNEPIRACY, a convention which was not as bad as legend has now made it but where a lot of
 pcople were very badly overworked to keep it running at all. Legend has it that the young

' Alexander the Great was taken to a batilefield to sce the confusion and devastation of his father’s

" troovs flesing from a battle and told "This is defeat. Avoid i I". A lot i the people going into
it OO {ﬁé’m’?ﬁ had received only that same training. One no u(:eabic ; lence was that every
e gne of the departrments’ running the con had staffed itself up to the hilt before the con if at all
T8 ncﬁa, convinceq that during the comrentwn ;t would be every fan {.r themselves. There was




even an-author, Diane Duane, drafted onfo an-ops-shift | However after the initizi couple-of hours
of panic it was clear that the system was holding up reasonably well and there were reinforcements
at hand. Germaus, Poles, Scandisavians even San Franciscans, pius a small army of New
Zealanders ( who else would you expect to turn up in force at a Dutch worldcon 7 ). Granted there
were only 4 New Zealanders when you could get them to stand still but there seeemed to be a small
army of them at work. We even discovered the odd Dutch con running faa who hadn’t been
dragged into working on the con already. Most surprised siaff member wae either Gerald ’Boris’
“Lawrence, who joized 2i the door only to find I'd been expecting him arnd had put him on the staff
list, or Phil Alcock who discovered that according to the "American’ classification system in use at
the con he was a commitice member. My copy of the staff list incindes 553 people, not including
; programme participants, dealers or artists. Even so I can spot missirg names who ought to be on
e vithe list'but aren’t | In theory there were 5 ’defensive’ lines for a problem to gst through before
reaching Kees himself but Dutch langnage problems scemed to beat the systent.

As far as i could ses no-ore below 'Board’ level was being overworked unless they were a
-confirmed workabolic, although we apparertly have guite a lot of those. However the ’pace’ of the
convention wag enough to get all the nationalities mixing in without having to think about it. I
overheard a comment that CONFICTFN was probably the first trve WORLDCON, 2 comment [
suspect is frus. Not that theve is anything wrong with the American version just that it can be even
inore fun when all the other lunatics in the world can contribute. We even did our best to create
.~ Bome new American traditions including the ’First Arnual Ben Yalow Day’ with mandatory uniform
a7 white shirt znd bow tie. Winners iu the smartness category were Valerie Housden and Diane
Duane and the look alike award goes to Ben himself.

Lites

‘The evening pariics were good but hot. At the SEATON 79 party Larry Niven narrowly missed
completing the austral pele test but then showed that he’s definitely a hard science writer by being
the only person abls to open s window. The gopher party was easily the best, especially with the
ddition of the "bouncy castle’, which seemed to spend meost o working time with the adults in
evening.rather than with Kideon. Pe & have liked to have seen the gopher hole
4 wolile fhat all the tims. Early the next mor opher hole was the emptiest loneliest
wemememrepince in the universe. IF I ever get conned into gopher hole again apy time worked before
tzn will count as at least TRIPLE time. (Be we uich ops msetings start at 8§.30 . John Calvin
hus a lot to answer for 1] ) :
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Of course nothing goes totally smoothly at any con. The-propramme-seemad to reguire-a~permanent
tsamof people kicking it back into shape. Also I hope thess are the last Hlugo awards that need a
contingency plen {or the guest Ambassador having to leave ia the mi secavse his country has
just gone $0 War. ;

i

Sam Fromcizeos won the 93 Worldcon, despite the popularity of the Hawail parrots. Those members
of old and shattered fendom, like myself got a rude shock when we dizcovered that Zagseh intend
to0 go ahead with 2 “Huropean® convention with enthusiastic support from the USSG.

The Phosmix bid, after hoving run an excellent party and bid table, then proceeded to shoot itself in
the foot, machine gun itself in the ankle sad bayonet itself in the knee by objscting to some of the
Hawaii votes. Formunstely they withdrew their objection since Hawail had lest in eny case and the
business meeting was considerably calmer then it might bave been.

Finally one other person deserves a special mention for the success of the con, Oont Kees who was
in charge of professicnal security. Fortunately there was little work for him and his men but it
e o itkes a hell of a difference to vour confidence in z convention to know that there’s someone
waseevgxownd who can handle REAL trouble ( he has some imteresting professions! contacis ) but who also
will get on well with the fans ( you probably didn’t notice him becaude he biended in in his plain
"¢ clothes of Burmuda shorts and psyshedslic T-Shirt ). He was last seen at the Monday night Gopher
» .party erresting” Kim Campbell head of fan security and ancther Cenadian girl for trying to ’pick
his pocket’ ( welil that’s their story and they’re sticking to it ). One of his men said that he needed
1 7

2:02Y5.01 0eace and CUEL) e
GLASGOW

The success of CONFICITON as a Worldcon and as a European convention leaves us with the

¢ "guestion of where we go from here. My answer would obvicusly be Glasgow, hopefully leading on
- to the Worldeon returning to continental Enrope by the end of the century.
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- If we are going to do this we need to start putting together a really streng bidding effort with as
< *+-much European support 28 wer can get. Who knows bidding couid be fun too. Any volunteers 2
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First reports say this is a smalf convention of only 2000 ( 11?). Apparently thers i3 some lack of
correlation betwesn the poblished and actval programs. . S it
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